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AOS stream
 Robert Hanbury Brown is synonymous with the pioneering of radar and the development of radio astronomy. Some key points in the debate over the visible light intensity interferometer, initiated by Hanbury Brown and Twiss's 1956 papers in Nature and their 1957 papers in the Royal Society Proceedings are discussed. In these papers they produced a value for the angular diameter of Sirius in agreement with present-day measurements, provided one of the first tests of quantum mechanics, and considerably stimulated the further development of quantum mechanics. More recent laser interferometry has raised related questions and will be briefly discussed. Finally, we examine the role to be played by the intensity interferometry in the shorter-wavelength regimes.

� This paper is dedicated in memory of  Professor Robert Hanbury Brown, who died aged 85 on January 16 2002. He is one of six life members of the Australian Optical Society.


� This is also dedicated in memory of Peter Goodman, of the University of Melbourne (and earlier CSIRO) who worked in this area just before he passed away March 26,1999





